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“THE. " OFFENSIVE \S

C. R. 0. AT BOURGES
PORT OF MISSING MEN

Many Mistakes on Ca‘sualfy
Lists Now Being
" Rectified

DEAD CAPTAIN PROTESTS

Cllies and Suggestions \Yorked on
Until Definite Information
Is Obtained

!

-~ 'The Central Records Office of the
AETF. at Bourges is busy bringing back
tolife soldiers oﬂicially—but erroncously
—reported killed or yissing in action.

Mistakes, many of ihem excusable,
were made during the period of hostili-
ties inreporting and classifying casual-
ties and transmitiing them to the States.
Pelween one and {wo per cent of the
cases of “killed” or “missing in _ac-
tion” casuallies are open to

YANKS NOW LOLL IN
BATHERS' PARADISE

Artillerymen and. Sanifary
Train on Top of World - -
at Neuenahr

MULES IN GLASS ARCADE

Cots Are Lined Up in Cabaret
Where Wealthy Rheumatics
Once Nursed Ailments

s .

At Neucnahr, famous Germazn water-
ing-place on the banks of the brawling
Ahr, the 105th Artillery and the 117th
Sanitary 7Train are living, to put it
mildly, on top of the world.

Asphalted streets to lull the sound of
traflic, sumptuous hotels with oaken
beds and covers of eider-down, thick,
heavy carpets and rugs, deep, cushioned
chairs, deferential service by German

and now a score or more of officers and’
several hundred_enlisted mem are devot-
-ing their efforts ‘o ascertaining whether
or not_certain soldiers are dead or liv-

waiters, baths prepared before-
hand by German women and paid for by
the {erman government, hea.lth—gwmg
water to drink, a great theater in which
te sit and watch the inotion pictures,

-ing and, in either case, to the|g
whereabouts of their bodies or persons.

“I have been dead-long emough” a
certain captain remarked casually the
other flay as he walked into the office
of the Casualty Depariment at the Cen-
tral Records Office. “I want to Mve of-
ficially.” In the records he was “dead.”
This, it was explained, was due to an
incorrect casualiy report.

Errors in the transmission of names
to the States, mistakes in reporting cas-
yalties, assumptions that a man is dead
are but a few of the factors which
create work for the men straightening
out the casualiies.

‘When-the barest suspicion that a man
reported dead may still be alive comes
into this department, a thorough search
i8 made for him, even though his where-
abouts or movemenis may not be on
record.

Leiter Goes Home Late

Take the case of an Infantry private.
His company advanced and one of his
comrades reported that he had fallen
before reaching the enemy lines. Before
the report was received the wounded sol-
dier was evacuated into a French hospi-
tal, where no report was made of his
presence. Then he was transferred to
an American hospital, where the first
report of his casualty was made,

‘While at the latter hospital he died.
Four days before he gied an auxiliaryl
wer worker visited him and consented

. to write home and tell his folks he was

“getting along spléndidly.” The worker
delayed wriling for two weeks. In the
reeantime the death was reported and
cabled to the States. Upon the receipt
of a leiter dated later than the date on
which the soldier died, his family re-
quegted information,

en such requests are forwarded to
Bourgcs the work of the Casualty De-
partment begins. Clues and suggestions
are worked upon until some coyclusive
information is oblained-—either that the
man is dead, in which case the location
of his organization is obtained.

Some clues are run down in a day,
others take two or three days, others
weeks, but something definite is always
achieved, It may. mean interviewing
half a company of .infaniry. It may
mean keeping the wires of long- dxstance
teleplxones singing for days.

A.E.F. MENAGERIE

Gage No. 1—CUSTOS MILITORUM
{(M.P.) Wild. Habitat; Station plat
formes and dublous side streets; also bars
after hours. Related to goat family in
capacity for buifing in, but not in odor.
Some specimens have horns and cloven
hoofs, but same is not irue of majority.
Diet: Passes and red tape. Can see in
dark like cat, but doesn’t have to If he
doesn’t want to. Numerous in northern
and middle France. Markings: Red on
neck and head, red and black on arm,
with yellow billy. Travel in pairsyoften
mating up with native gendarmes,

Cage No. 2.—DIRIGOR HOMINUM
FEROX (R.T.0.) Wild. Habitat: Dark
lairs In vicinity of railroad statlons,
whence he darts forth to prey upon
passiug troops and Chefs de Gare. Does
most of his prowling at night, when he
is particularly ferocipus, Diet: Casuals
and Ordres de Tradsport. Markings:
Red and white on arm, inky smears on
forehead, hands and ears. Noteworthy
for ability fo go without sleep’ longer
than—any other known anima!. Travels
in circies and alone. (N. B.—This anl-
mal cannot be hinted down vuthout
use of tanks and heavies.) -

Cage No. 3.—~CLERICUS MILITO-
RUM. (Company Clerk) Wild. Habi-
stat: Foul and unhealthy lairs known as
“orderly rooms.” Has -shabby, be-
draggled plumage, usually accompanied
by corporal’s markings. Diet: Payrolls
and blanks, Dangerous to approach atj
time of new moon.

d shelters wherein to picket
horses and mules and park guns—all
these, .paid for by Germany under the
terms of the armistice, are some of {hey
things which the twisting threads cf fate
wove into the destinies of nearly 2,000
Americans  stationed in, the Cob!enz
bridgehead.

Headquariers of the 150th Artillery
s in the Westend hotel. The adminis-
trative offices are in what was formerly
the main offices of the hotel proper, and
there arc oaken tables and chairs, and
steel -eabinets which, once holding the
bills and checks of some of Burope's and
America’s wealthiest men, now contain
such prosaic documents as serviec rec-
ords and requisitions.

X Beneath Sprays of Holly

The officers live upstairs, having taken
over some of the finest rooms and suites.
'The enlisted personnel sleeps on cots in
what was formerly one of the (,ahmets

. —By WALLG;REE
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Greal disappointment was caused at
Ajx-les-Bains when ihe AP.M. put out
of bounds for two weeks the American
bar opposite the casino, Mountaing are
good to see, of course, but hundreds of
doughb()ys regretted that they wouldn't

i be able to tell the folks back home that

ﬂmy had seen the bullet mark in the
painting on the wall made by a certain
American years ago in ilarget practice,
# sort of a premonitory happening Lo a
tragedy that took place in Madison
Square Gardea in New York.

Almost every coiffeur’s shop in Gren-
oble, Chambery and Aixles-Bains has
hung out a big sign: “American
Barber Shop,” usually supplemcnting
this with curds announcing “New York
flair Cuts” and "Hot Towels,” But
the petits garcons of the leave ceniers
are taking more American mouney than
ihe barbers.

Long age, when the first perqusmn-
naires arrived, some pioneer garcon
discovered that the Yankee soldier
would pay 50 centimes to have his shoes
shined after scuflling around in the

trips. Now there are always from six
1o 2 scorc of boys in front~ of every
hotel and every amuscment place—and
they keep busy most of the time. They
all use blocks and brushes that they
carry with them, and they look as if
] they belonged in one of the wood cuts
in *“New York by Gaslight.”

Private Wallace :phing for almost
a week was an AEJF. Aladdin at
Cannes. Al alone he owned a million
dollar casino, a4 hotcl that was a palace,
2 club that had been the playspot of
a king and scveral thousand acres of a
beach promenade lined with palm trees

ILXONS
GRAND NOUVEL HOTEL

11 Rue Grolée

Favarite Stopping Plsce of American Officers
Rooms from 6 1o 30 francs .

snows and rocks on mountain-climbing.

and flowers—a leave center all ready
and waiting for seversl- thousand sol-
diers. Niephing got oif a train in Cannes
five days before the 6fficial opening of
the famous resort. Immediately the
slaves of the lamp appea.red.

Privale Niephing became “our per-
misgionnaire” to the whole big company
of men and women officially in charge of
Icave entertainments. He settled as the
only soldier guest in the Augusta hotel,
surrounded by social leadors of Paris
and London.

His entry inio ithe dining room was an
everyday sensation. Afterpoons he
would shoot pool in the club on the table
King FEdward always used. On the'
night they opencd the Casino theator
formally, Privale Niephing was ex-
hibited in the right hand siage box.
Niephing is attached to the Haq. A.S.
First Army.

The brand new casino at Cannes has
that ifidispensuble adiunct of every
casino in IEurope, an American bar. The
bar has a brass f{ootrail, a great mahog-
any handrail and the usual upstanding
mirrors with oak and mabogany trim-
mings. But there are no silver howls
draped with mint, no stacked up glassed
for cocktails and highballs, no rows of
boltles. Soldiers on leave. are buying
‘corneob pipes and chewing tobaceo and
cigarettes off ithe bar. Lois of them use
the foolrail expertly, with evidenees of
reminiscent satisfaction.

A'll leave trains for ihe Riviera stop
at Toulon, between Marseilles and Nice, |
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The Gosdyear Ties and Rubber Co.

AEROR, 0806, E. S.
rarpos: of this oftlco 1p to agslst our
employeos. Tow can we hely M son
were un gmployeo At the i vw- nf FUUr entering
the Berslce, send your sddress to
The Goodyear Infermation Bureau
17 Rue St. Florentin, Paris

{Near the Placa de Is (‘oncnrm.')

CALL WHEN YOU .

of the hotel. ‘\I’xgmﬂcent )i
sway back and forth in this cabaret,
still bearing huge sprays of holly, and
across one end of the room runs a stage,
flanked on either side by two heroic stat-
ues of women, lightly—one might almost
say diaphanously-—draped, and bearing
in their hands the cup that-cheers, and
the grape, the product of which goes
into the cup that cheers. They greet
the boys every morning, smiling thh
Mona Lisan smiles,

But the baths are the throbbing (.emor
of interest. Wouldn’t you think you
had penetrated to the inmost depths of

paigning in the -Argomme, the Meuse and
other tough sectors, living in shell holes
and trenches and dugouts, with no place
to rake a bath except in the grealout-
doors out of a bucket that you borrowed
from the cook—wouldn’t you think,
then, that the Pearly Gates had been
reached when you came upon beautiful,
warm, tiled bathrooms, with electric
clocks and thermometers, Turkish towels
as big as bed sheets, and women to draw
your water and get everything ready?

. And Germany Pays .

There are certain bath days for cach
company, with daily leeway, of course,
for officers and transientse From 100
10 1,200 baths are given daily.

Just one thing iz lacking—-soap. Each
Yank must furnish his own soap. The
cloek tells you how long you have been
immersed, and the thermometer what
the temperature of your room is.

In the days of Germun Dprosperily,
when the elite rheumatic of all-nations
gathered. here to bathe, it cost them
three marks per capita, not to mention
the 40 or 50 marks. per diem expenses,
at the very lowest, The bath costs only
two marks now—bul the GGerman zovern-
ment pays I, in accordance with the
clause in the armistice conditions where-
by the enemy is forced to bear all ex-
penses of the Army of Occupation,

~Tough on the Wine Growers

There is a quiet-voiced (get il, quiel-
voiced) first sergeant on the job whasees
to the appointment of the rooms and
tells you something of the history of the
place, of .how, way back in 1854, the
vine-growers in the vicinity found, to
their great surprise, that ithey were un.
able to grow grapes at Neuenahr; that
the soll was tested and found impreg-
nated with various chemlical clements
injurious to plant lifc. And he tells
how, about this time, a farmor, digging
a well, struck warm water that com-
tained these chemical compounds in
such profusion that its value as a cure
'was, immediately 'seen and capitalized.

That was the humble begmmng of the
baths of Neuenahr. There is in the
water, according to Bacdeker, as wellas
the quiet-voiced sergeant, bicarbbrnate
of soda, carbonate of magnesia, hydrlc
phosphate and lithia, and it is good for
persons with “chronic catarrh, derange-
ment of the pulmonary and digestive

organs, enlargement of the mer. dia-
betes, gallst and rh

Paradise if, after weeks of arduous cam-|,

TELEPHONE
Centrpl 96,16
Central 56.3¢

All Divisional Insignias

AMERICAN OFFICERS IN PARIS
SHOULD VISIT

BARCLAY’S

TELEGRAPH
ADDRESS
ARCI

FOR UNIFORMS

The Christian Scigneo Alonitor,

THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE. ‘WAR RELIEF COMMITTEE .

Has opened rending, writng and rest rooms nt
3 Avenue de FOpéra, Paris.

Theso rooms aye open faily from 9 am. to 10 p.m. and all Soldiers snd
Sailors of tho Allied Ferces are cordially welcome at all times. o
other p.xbhc.xhnr's of tho Sccicty, the
Irhle and the Tost Book of Caristian Science, ** Scienco and Health  with
 Key to the Scriptures by Mary Baker, Lc.d; will be furnished freo by the
Cominitteo to any Soldier or Sailor of tho Allied Armies upon request..
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S BESSONNEAU

i the creator of

Ambul Tents

Hospital Sheds

in all climates.

BESSONNEAU

D Sheds

4 - The BESSONNEAU constructions
’ - have stood their tests tor many yesrs
in soveral campaigns on all fronts and

. The BESSONNEAU constructions

arc now being imitated, bhut only

gronexly waterproof and docs the
whole* of his constructing himsolf;
Tents, sheds and huts.

To have every resl GARANTER oze
must have the trade-mark:

Sanitary Huts

makes his canvas z -

N,

)

and leave trains as a rule don't arrive
apywhere too soon. Toulon on the may
and from o train approaching il look
very good as a resting place—but i
isn't. Two MUP’s meet all train
to shoo back onto the coaches rmybod:
who wanis to climb off, Onee in -
while somchody geis by.

“They don't stay long, though,” on
of the M.P.'s said. “Every other nigh
we hear a knock on our door and uj
_paper is shdved under il saying that an
Americun is staying at some hotel. The
¥rench socret service is on the job.”

MILITARY BAND
INSTRUMENTS

Over 500 Military Bands of the U.S. A,
and Allipd Armies recently equipped.

|
!
© BESSOM & 00, Lo |
|

198 Euston Road, LONDON, Englang
Telephone No.: Ceuiral 6377

| AMERICAN EVE CLASSES |

. OPTICIAN
3, Rue Scribe

ARIS
NEW YORK

£20 Fith Ave.

LONDON
[ 2x.01d Bord S
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'THE FRENCH MARK

Wrist Watches

I
|

Round, Square and
:: other forms, :2
Luminous and ordinary Pials.

Sold by all Watehmakers,
Be sure.thal the mark “L1P” i on the dial.

e )
When You Return to New York

STAY AT THE

HOTEL M°ALPIN .. WALDORF ASTORIA

A substantial diszount and every possidle preference
\ and attention to men in the Uniforned Szrvice

J

THE
¢PEACE’* XMA GIFT
In u:m types, Pociat Sett-Fiillox, 'C!Y ln
wationers antd Jewoliers
LGSLOAN. 1, TivTem Cormer Kinpoway, h-a.‘wc_z
presrntatives in Fronce

ULESFRCARD, 2 LT € e RassionsPARIS

ARDATH

sealutely op,
mlbcvr qualities Q,,‘
; o

CIGARETTES

No. 555 . .
VIRGINIA

No, 444
TURKISH

Manufactured at

PALACE OF INDUSTRY, London

t2)

SAFETY
RAZOR

Ng Stropping—No Honing

Gillette U.S.

Service Set

ACKETS of new Gillette Blades—each

Blade wrapnnd in oiled paper enclosed in -

smooth, sharp.and clean,

can be obtained at all cléa’lers in France, Engla'nd

Russia, ltaly, Cahada and all “other parts of the
world.

PRICE OF 'GILLETTE ‘BLADES

Packet, of 12 Blades .. .. .. ..
Packet of 4 Bladés .. .. .. ..

6 Francs
‘3 Francs

To be had at A E.F. & Y.M.C.A, Canteens
or .at ali Dealers ig ‘France.

GILLETTE SAFETY RAZOR, SA. 12 Rue La Botic, PARIS




